
St. Thomas’ Anglican Church 
195 Signal Road 

Fort McMurray, Alberta 
T9H 4Z9 

Phone: (780) 790-1114 
Email: mychurch@fortmcmurray.com 

Please tell us about yourself: 
 
Name: _________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ________________________________________________ 
 
Postal Code: _____________________________________________ 
 

Phone #: ________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail Address: ___________________________________________ 
 
Envelope # ____ (Current envelope holder) 
 
Please drop this form in the offering plate. If you are registering 
for PAR, please include a VOID personal cheque with this form 
and enclose both in an envelope before placing in offering plate.  
 

If you would like more information on any of the topics discussed 
in this handout, please indicate below by checking in the box next 
to the subject 

Principles of Christian Giving 

Why Should I Give to the Church 

Offering Envelopes 

Income Tax Benefit 

Pre-Authorised Remittance (PAR) 

Planned Giving 

Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund 

If you would like to obtain Offering Envelopes, check here  

 

If you would like to register for Pre-authorized Remittance, 

please check here. Please include a void personal cheque with this 
form. 

 Principles of Christian Giving 

 Why give to the church? 

 Offering Envelopes 

 Tax Advantage 

 Pre-Authorized Remittance 

 Planned Giving 

 PWRDF 
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PRINCIPLES OF CHRISTIAN GIVING  

An example of correct Christian giving is given by the Apostle Paul 
in his description of the giving done by the Macedonian believers, 
2 Cor. 8:1-6. The Macedonians were born-again, believers, and had 
the right to give. They had been robbed blind by the Romans in 
order to pay for putting down a revolt, but they still gave. Paul 
wanted the Corinthians (and us) to know of the Grace of God 
which was "bestowed" upon the churches of Macedonia. The re-
ward from God is from Grace and is invaluable, 2 Cor. 9:6; Matt. 

6:20; Prov. 22:9. 
 

PRINCIPLES OF CHRISTIAN GIVING FROM 2 

CORINTHIANS 8 AND 9.  

 

Read these two chapters and consider the following observations. 

8:1,2 All true giving is defined as mental attitude, not as an overt 

act. 

8:3 Christian giving must be free from pressure and coercion. Free 

will (volition) must operate. 

8:4 The believers considered it a privilege to give. They begged to 

give. Giving under pressure contradicts Grace. 

8:5 They were in fellowship before they gave. Giving starts with 

self and not with money. 

8:7 Giving is part of Grace. 

8:8 Christian giving is love giving, not Law giving. 

8:9 As Jesus Christ voluntarily gave Himself, we in giving must 

have the same attitude of volition, willingness. 

8:10 Past failures should not stop one from giving. 

8:11 Giving is in accordance with what you have (not in accor-

dance with what you hope to get in the future). 

8:12 Even if a believer has nothing to give, it is fully accepted by 

God, provided there is a willing mind to give. 

8:13-15 When one member of the body of Christ is unable to give, 
others make up for their lack so that there is an equality in sustain-

ing the local church and arms outside the church. 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

The Primate's World Relief and Development Fund's guiding princi-

ple is to listen and learn from partners in its development work. It 

remains a Christian organization, committed to a vision of interna-

tional development and global justice that is founded on theologi-

cal reflection and a faith based analysis.  

PWRDF is a response by Canadian Anglicans to the gospel call to 
bear witness to God's healing love in a broken world. Inspired by 
the vision of a spirit-filled community of hope, PWRDF walks to-
gether with partners in Canada and overseas, to share in the crea-
tion of a more just and peaceful world. In joy and struggle, the 
Primate's Fund engages in development work, responds to emer-
gencies, works to protect refugees, educates and advocates for 
change.  

SUPPORT PWRDF 
If you have offering envelopes, use the blue envelopes that you’ll 

find in your envelope box. There is one blue envelope for every 

month of the year. If you are using PAR to make your offerings, 

you can specify a portion to be donated to PWRDF every month. If 

you would like to make a one time offering to PWRDF, you can 

write a cheque to St. Thomas and specify that you want the 

money to go to PWRDF. 

The Diocese of Athabasca and the Parish of St. Thomas’ have chosen to designate 

all funds donated to PWRDF to specific causes. Please contact the office for more 

information.  
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Many Christians think of giving as weekly contributions to the 

church or annual gifts to charities. But there are many other ways 

to contribute financially, such as through deferred or planned 

gifts. These are gifts which can be made over time or as a bequest. 

Planned gifts include annuities, stocks and bonds, real estate, or 

life insurance policies which name a church or charity as benefici-

ary. Canada's tax laws encourage charitable giving with significant 

benefits for the donor.  

You may support the mission and ministry of this parish or any 

other parish or diocese you wish, or of General Synod, Anglican 

Appeal, Anglican Foundation, the Primate's World Relief and De-

velopment Fund, the Aboriginal Healing Fund or another Angli-

can-related institution.  

The following are just some of the ways you can become involved 

with planned giving. 

 Charitable Gift Annuity 

 Gift Plus Annuity 

 Gift of Residual Interest 

 Charitable Remainder Trust 

 Wills 

 Gifts of Life Insurance 

 Outright Gifts 

 Stripped Bonds 

If you would like more information about planned giving, please 

check the appropriate box on the last page of this hand-out. 

And they came, every one whose hearts 
stirred them up and everyone whom God's 
spirit made willing, and they brought the 
Lord's offering 

-Exodus 35:21 

PLANNED GIVING  
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PRINCIPLES OF CHRISTIAN GIVING  

8:16,17 Personal commendation of Titus. He was honest and 
headed the delegation to collect the offering for the Jerusalem 

church. 

8:19,20 Money given to the Lord's work should be handled orderly 
and honestly. This is detail work for deacons or other administra-

tors. 

9:1,2 Both the giving and administration of money should glorify 

the Lord. 

9:3,4 A collection or offering should not embarrass anyone. 

9:5 Blessing in the Christian life results from giving to the Lord and 
not spending money for self-pleasure. "Bounty" used twice is 

"blessing". 

9:6 The more you sow, the more you harvest. God blesses the be-

liever whose mental attitude is right. 

9:7 Giving is done in a mental attitude of joy. 

9:8,9 God's divine essence guarantees the principles written here. 

9:10 God keeps on supplying so that the believer can keep on giv-

ing. 

9:11 "Bountifulness" means blessing. The more faith you exercise, 

the more enrichment you receive; all is non-meritorious activity. 

9:11-13 Biblical giving results in thanksgiving expressed and the 

glorification of Grace. 

9:14 Giving also stimulates prayer, love, and an admiration of 

Grace in the believer who gives graciously. 

9:15 The example of Christ. "I can never come close to what Christ 
gave me in salvation. He is the unspeakable gift. " True Bible giving 
is the result of occupation with Christ and gratitude to Him on the 

basis of who and what He is. 

 

òWhen you leave this world, will you be known as one who accumulated 
treasures on earth that you couldn't keep? Or will you be recognized as one 
who invested treasures in heaven that you couldn't lose? ò 
é Randy Alcorn, The Treasure Principle 
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WHY SHOULD I GIVE  

TO MY CHURCH?  

It is part of our daily stewardship and it is a good way of saying 
thanks for all the good things that we obtain through the glory of God. 
For believers and churchgoers, giving is an important part of our lives. It 
is a way of ensuring the life and growth of our church for generations to 
come.  

There is considerable information in the Bible on this subject. 
The Mosaic law of the Old Testament was quite clear on tithing and com-
mands that all followers should give 10 percent of all their income to 
God. While, there is little mention of tithing in the New Testament, 
there is considerable mention of giving. This does not mean that com-
mandments of the Old Testament can be discarded.  Jesus said: "Do not 
think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to 
abolish but to fulfill. (Matthew 5:17)  

Consider the passage in Acts 2:42-47, which is describing the life 
of the first  Christians:  

òThey were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching and 
to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone kept feeling a sense 
of awe; and many wonders and signs were taking place through the apostles. And 
all those who had believed were together and had all things in common; and they 
began selling their property and possessions and were sharing them with all, as 
anyone might have need. Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and 
breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together with 
gladness and sincerity of heart, praising God and having favour with all the peo-
ple. And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being 
saved.ó 

It should be no surprise that the power of the Holy Spirit made a 
difference in how these early Christians dealt with material possessions. 
When they came to Christ, they were utterly transformed in heart, mind, 
and lifestyle. That is what we see here in these verses. We see people who 
had been possessed by God. 

Here we see a mark of a great church. A great church is a gen-
erous church. They were so committed that they sold everything they  
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PRE-AUTHORIZED REMIT TANCE (PAR) 

A MODERN OPTION FOR GIVING TO 

YOUR CHURCH  
Over the centuries God's people have used many methods to re-

turn a portion of their blessings in thanksgiving In the very early 

days it was “in kind”, sheep, goats, grain, etc. As money became 

more common, offerings changed to gold or silver, then paper 

currency and more recently cheques. In this age of electronic 

banking, it has become common for people to pay insurance, 

mortgage, cable TV, etc. using P A R (pre-authorized remittances). 

More and more people are regularly supporting the church by the 

same method. The Anglican Church of Canada uses the adminis-

trative services of the United Church of Canada. to provide this 

option to you. 

PAR does not replace envelopes or eliminate cash or cheques in a 

congregation. It is simply one more option that we have. 

WHAT ARE THE ADVANTA GES 

TO THE CONTRIBUTOR?: 
1. Regular support of your church in the amount that you 

choose. 

2. . Continual support of your home church when you are away. 

3. Avoidance of 'catch up' periods 

TO THE CHURCH?: 
1. Regular, dependable flow of contributions 

2. Reduction of paper work and book keeping 

3. Reduction in bank over- drafts 

HOW DO I GET INVOLVE D? 
Once you have decided that you would like to participate, then 
you decide the amount you want your monthly offering to be. Fill 
out the form on the back page of this booklet. Attach a sample 
cheque from your account marked, “VOID.” Place both in an enve-
lope and place on a collection plate. You will be advised when 
your request has been processed.  
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INCOME TAX BENEFIT 

AVAILABLE TAX CREDITS 
 
The Federal and Provincial governments recognize the importance 
of encouraging Canadians to make donations of money and time 
to support charitable organizations. Your church is one of those 
organizations. The governments provide incentives through their 
respective income tax systems.  
 
The Federal and Alberta income tax acts provide for a tax credit 
against your income taxes. The Federal tax credit is 16 percent of 
the first $200 in the year and 29 percent for every dollar over 

$200. Alberta also provides for a tax credit which equals about 
10.0 percent of the first $200 and 12.75 percent for every dollar 
over $200 in the year.  

 

This table shows the combined Federal and Alberta tax credits 

available and after tax cost for various amounts of charitable dona-

tions in 2001 and 2002. 

We are not suggesting that the available tax credit should be the 

reason to give. On the contrary, your offerings should be based on 

God’s will for you. However, one should be aware of the potential 

savings involved. 

 

Donation  Federal Tax 
Credit  

Provincial Tax 
Credit  

Total Tax 
Credit  

After Tax 
Cost  

$1,000.00 $264.00 $122.00 $386.00 $614.00 

$2,000.00 $554.00 $249.50 $803.50 $1,196.50 

$4,000.00 $1,134.00 $504.50 $1,638.50 $2,361.50 

$6,000.00 $1,714.00 $759.50 $2,473.50 $3,526.50 

$8,000.00 $2,294.00 $1,014.50 $3,308.5 $4,691.50 
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had. They were so overpowered by a spirit of generosity and giving that 
even their possessions were no longer important to them. They were con-
cerned that in their church no one would suffer need. But what they pro-
vided was not merely spare change. It wasnõt even a few thousand dollars 
sitting in the bank drawing interest. It was their houses, their land, all 
their material possessions. What an unselfish spirit existed among these 
early Christians! They were a generous church. 

Scripture teaches that where a person puts his money, is where 
he puts his allegiance and love. Jesus said, "But where you treasure is 
there will your heart be also" (Matthew 6:21). In reality many people 
reverse that process. They think that if a church gets a manõs heart to love 
God, it will get his money. Jesus did not say this. He said where a man 
puts his money, there is his love and allegiance. Therefore, when God is 

receiving the money from church members, it means they love and are 
obeying Him. 

Look what God gave us: òFor God so loved the world, that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not per-
ish, but have eternal life. (John 3:16) It is strange, that considering Godõs 
gift to us, we can quibble over how much we give to the church or to 
charities.  

When questioned on the subject, Gen-

eral Eva Burrows, past leader of the Salvation 

Army, replied, òWell, you could  give until it 

hurts.ó 

When Jesus was asked which was the greatest commandment of 
the law, He replied, òLove the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest 
commandment. And the second is like it: Love your neighbor as your-
self.ó (Matthew 22:37-39)  

If anyone wants to know how they are following these greatest of 
commandments, all they have to do is look in their own chequebooks. 
God can see in them anytime he wants. 

WHY SHOULD I GIVE  

TO MY CHURCH?  
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WHY SHOULD I GIVE  

TO MY CHURCH? (CONTINUED)  

Rather than excuse us from following the Old Testament law on 
tithing, the New Testament encourages us to do much more.  

In the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 6:1-4), Christ was very 
specific about how not to give. òBe careful not to do your ôacts of right-
eousnessõ before men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no 
reward from your father in heaven. So when you give to the needy, do 
not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and 
on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you the truth, they have re-
ceived their reward in full. But, when you give to the needy, do not let 
your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving 
may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will 
reward you.ó 

Jesus was speaking against having a prideful and boastful heart 
when you give offerings. We respect these verses in our church. We do 
not pass the plate and we do not publish or acknowledge publicly offerings 
of any size. Whether you make offerings at all and the size of your offer-
ings are clearly subjects that are between you and God.  

We are a self-supporting parish. Our only source of income is 
from tithes and offerings made by members of our congregation. All our 
infrastructure, capital and program expenses are met through these offer-
ings.  Our clergy is also paid out of these funds. When our parish first 
started and for several years after, we were dependant on grants from the 
Diocese to make ends meet. We now have the opportunity of aiding par-
ishes less fortunate than ourselves through apportionments and gifts to the 
Diocese. Our desires for additional clergy for Fort McMurray can only be 
met through our offerings. Outreach, evangelism, building expansion all 
have their financial component.  

 

As surely as the compass needle follows north, your heart will follow your 
treasure. Money leads; hearts follow. 
é Randy Alcorn, The Treasure Principle 
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OFFERING ENVELOPES 

Offering envelopes are available to all families in the congregation.  

If you would like to make an offering today, please use one of the 

general offering envelopes located next to the offering plates. You 

can use one of these to request you own set of envelopes or use 

the form on the last page of this hand-out. 

WHAT ARE THE ADVANTA GES 

TO THE CONTRIBUTOR?: 
1. Allows you to give in private as Jesus commanded. (Matthew 

6:1-4) 

2. Your offering can be in the form of cash rather than cheque. 

3. Envelopes are dated and, therefore, your offering can be des-

ignated for specific Sundays. 

4. Tax Receipt 

TO THE CHURCH?: 
1. Reduction of paper work and book keeping. 

2. Studies on offerings can be done without reference to names 

thus securing privacy. 

3. Year-end tax receipts are easy to prepare. 

Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap 
bountifully. Each one must do just as he has purposed 
in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all 
grace abound to you, so that always having all suffi-
ciency in everything, you may have an abundance for 
every good deed; as it is written, "He scattered abroad, 
He gave to the poor, His righteousness endures for-
ever.''   (Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians, 9:6-9)  


